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A real driving force!
UTCN’s racing team 
comes close to glory  
at Greenpower event...

OUR Purple Power car was just a whisker away from victory, coming in  
a highly-impressive third at the Greenpower motor race competition. 
     The UTCN team were up against much older competitors from  
business and universities in the F24+ class for 16-25-year -olds.   
     They secured funding from F2 team, Virtuosi, which was spent on body 
work and parts to make the vehicle more aerodynamic and faster. 
     They were also treated to a visit at the track from special a guest,  
Patrick Coorey, who heads the design office at Jaguar Formula E. 
     The time trials were held at the Hethel Test Track in The IET Formula 
24 challenge. The winner was the car that went the furthest in 60 minutes.  
     Driver, Beth, said: “We performed really well. Thanks to everyone 
who put so much effort in, it was all worth it for the result today. 
     “It was lovely to see every one of you collaborating and working as a 
team but also coming to me to see what I thought as the driver.” 
     Year 12 Ben said: “We are very grateful to Virtuosi for their help. It 
made a huge difference to our racing car. We appreciate their support.” 
     All our team members are also very appreciative of Don Dorman  
for offering his years of motorsport experience this year.
    Don has worked for the biggest names in motor sport, including 
McLaren, Mercedes, Jordan and Red Bull. He now spends a day a  
week working with our young car enthusiasts on projects including  
the Greenpower motor race. 
     He has also been using his network of contacts in the sport to help 
students with work experience placements and apprenticeships. 
     Don said: “I spent 35 years in motor racing. Like every industry, it 
is about contacts, so I have helped UTCN students get contacts with the 
big names in motor sport. These young people love cars and working on 
them so their enthusiasm for it rubs off on me.”  

TOP  
TWEET

Jonathan Duff, the Regional Schools Commissioner 
for the East of England and North East London with 
members of UTCN’s excellent Greenpower team  — which 
was made up of Ben, Beth, Dom, George, Lewis, Olaf, 
Sam and Zak. Below: Mr Duff Tweeted about his visit.

Patrick Coorey passes on 
his expertise and experience 
to the members of UTCN’s 
Greenpower racing team.
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A LOTUS sports car, £175,000 tractor and a 
super yacht were the big attractions at a Careers 
Expo attended by over 1,000 youngsters. 
     International firms including KLMUK  
Engineering and Dyson were among 70 
employers searching for the next generation of 
engineering and health professionals. 
     They included Swedish energy firm,  
Vattenfall, who were on the lookout for their 
future turbine engineers after securing planning 
permission for an offshore wind farm in Norfolk. 
     Representatives from the NHS attended the 
fare to promote newly-created apprenticeships to 
become a paramedic, with students getting up to 
£24,000 to train as life savers. 
     At the time of the event, there were more 
vacancies from the employers attending than 
students to fill them.
     Visitors flocked to see the £100,000 Lotus 
Evora, reported to be a favourite of celebrities. 
     UTCN is among the top providers of  
apprentices for the car manufactures which  
has its UK headquarters in Norforlk. 
     Will Bridgman of Thetford-based engineering 
firm Warren Services said: “As an organisation 
and industry we are indebted to UTCN. 
     “These types of events draw a large number  
of high-quality young people with an interest in 
engineering. These are the types of young people 
will be keen to recruit. 

     “We were able 
to bring along two 
former UTCN 
students to the 
expo who are now 
working within 
our organisation. 
     “We want 
to show future 
employees we are 
able to offer viable 
career routes.” 
     Headteacher, 
Alex Hayes, said: 
“Students from 
across Norfolk 
and beyond were 
astounded at the 
depth of range of 
networking oppor-
tunities on offer.”

”“
Initiative is crucial in the workplace

Students have designs on engineering

Headteacher, Alex Hayes (pictured), talks 
about work experience and the chang-
es taking place at UTCN.  

AS exams wind down for the 
year, work experience winds up!    
     And it is great to see nearly 
200 students preparing to go out 
for a fortnight’s work experience.
    Work experience is life-changing 
for many and a brilliant opportunity to 
find out what you like — and don’t like.
     My advice is to be pro-active. Don’t wait to 

be asked to do something, step in and use your 
initiative. 

     Every year, a great number of students 
come back from work experience with 
an apprenticeship offer. So, make the 
most of your time out there! 
     While work experience steps 
up, our new construction project 
continues. Pod 3 has now been totally 

removed to allow space to create five 
new classrooms in the engineering area. 

     You can already see the clear outline of the 
first three classrooms. The remaining work will 

be completed over the summer holidays, ready 
for teaching in September. 
     Further building work is also planned in  
the library area to improve private study  
opportunities, especially for Sixth Formers. 
     This £800,000 project is being funded by 
the Department for Education to support the 
delivery of T Levels. 
     T Levels are a new qualification which  
supports students move into technical careers 
and UTCN will be one of the first providers of 
the Engineering T level nationally. 
     Have a great summer.  

Expo simply awesome

OUR budding engineers will have an 
anxious wait over the summer to find  
out of they have been accepted on a 
prestigious scholarship programme. 
     Year 11s Kieran, Sidney, Toby and 
Jake have all made it through to the final 
stage of the Arkwright Scholarship. 
     If successful, they will be partnered 
with a top engineering firm who will 
assign them a professional engineer as 
mentor and a bursary of £300 per year. 
     The programme is considered to be 
among the most prestigious of its kind in 
the UK with firms like Rolls Royce,  
     The foursome have already come 

through rigorous selection process which 
included a personal statement, aptitude 
test and interview. 
     Kieran said: “I am going to be very 
nervous all through summer because it 
will be amazing to get on this scholar-
ship programme, it is the best one for 
engineering. 
     “It’s not just the money which will 
be great but the chance to work with a 
professional engineer and have them be 
your mentor will be incredible.” 
     The four students will find out if they 
have been successful in October. Watch 
this space for more information. 

Student Jake with UEA’s Dominic 
Mitchell who produced the first 
prototype of Jake’s design. 

UTCN student Kenzie makes himself comfortable behind the wheel of the Lotus.
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UEA students 
pass on vital 
survival skills
STUDENTS learned skills, which could one day 
save a life, during a paramedic’s workshop held 
at the University of East Anglia.  
     They were taught how to put a patient on a 
stretcher, make a splint and to resuscitate them 
during sessions run by UEA medical students.  
     Health and Sciences Year 12 student, Kirsty, 
said: “It was an interesting workshop because we 
learned skills you would need to be a paramedic.  
     “It is an exciting job because essentially  
you are the first responder at the scene to help  
someone who is hurt. I enjoyed putting the 
patient on the stretcher.” 

Year 12 Health and Year 12 Health and 
Sciences students Sciences students 
Kirsty, Freddy and Kirsty, Freddy and 
Maddie learnt how  Maddie learnt how  
to treat head and to treat head and 
neck injuries. neck injuries. 

MOTORBIKE racer Kam is aiming high 
after stepping up in class to compete with 
the best youngsters in the country. 
     He is currently taking part in the  
British Superbikes stock 600 class against 
competitors from across the UK in the 
16-24. 
     At 16, he is among the youngest in 
his class, up against older riders but has 
already crept into the top 10 in the country.  
     He has been racing bikes since the 
tender age of six after getting the bug 
watching his dad compete in races, and is 
now out there doing it himself. 
     Last year, he won at Donnington Park 
when competing in the class for smaller 
400 stock bikes, and is aiming to replicate 
his success in the bigger bike category. 
     Kam said: “It has been difficult this year 
because I am up against more experienced 
riders.” 
     “I am doing well though and am getting 
into the top 10 in my class which is a pretty 
big achievement. I got six podium finishes 
last season and one was a win.”  
     “You cannot replicate the buzz of  
racing, taking the corners, the excitement, 
it is an incredible feeling. I love it. 
     “UTCN has been incredibly supportive. 
There are lots of people here who share my 
enthusiasm for motorbikes, so I am in the 
right place to succeed.” 
     Fellow student, Charlotte, races among 
the top competitors in her bike category, 
400cc Kawasaki, the size below Kam. 
     She said in the Easter edition of this 
newsletter: “I hope girls see what I have 
achieved and the effort I have made and are 
inspired to get involved.”

Rider Kam on track to 
compete with the best

Student Kam is ready to test himself 
against more experienced riders.

”
“There are lots  

of people here 
who share my  
enthusiasm for  
motorbikes, so 
I am in the right 
place to succeed...
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CHARLIE: Why did you pick Health and 
Sciences? I was going to do chemistry at  
A Level but I found this course seemed much 
more rounded and gave me a chance to gain 
knowledge in different areas of science.  
What have you enjoyed most about the 
course? I like how varied and full on it is. 
There are so many different things to learn that 
you are not focused on one thing for too long. It 
gives you a good grounding.  
What’s your next step after UTCN? I want 
to do a Biochemistry degree at university then 
have career in biochemistry research.  

FINN: Why did you pick Health and  
Sciences? My intention was to work as a 
marine biologist and this seemed like the best 
course to acquire the skills I would need.  
What have you enjoyed most about the 
course? I really like all the practical work we 
get to do. We get a chance to try out lots of  
different careers and that gives a very good 
insight into what you’d like to do in the future.  
What’s your next step after UTCN? I still 
want to work on the ocean but not sure if I still 
want to be a marine biologist. I’m still keeping 
my options open.  

KIRSTY:  Why did you pick Health and 
Sciences? I’m interested in working with  
animals and this was the best course for that.  
What have you enjoyed most about the 
course? I like the way the course focuses on 
practical stuff that you can do throughout the 
year rather than exams at the end of the year.  
What’s your next step after UTCN? I am 
very interested in Zoology and I would like to 
study that at university.  

ED: Why did you pick Health and Sciences? 
The course is well rounded and give you lots of 
opportunities to explore different careers.  
What have you enjoyed most about the 
course? The chance to engage with employers 
has been really great. There have been so many 
trips and visits to go on.   
What’s your next step after UTCN? I took 
part on the paramedics’ sessions which was 
really enjoyable. I would love to do that as a 
job one day.  

Hard-working Charlie scoops scholarship

New course provides 
an exciting challenge

Our new Health and Sciences course is 
up and running. We spoke to our first  
cohort to gain an insight to the course...

BRIGHT student Charlie will spend the  
summer taking part in a biology research  
project after winning a prestigious scholarship.   
     The student earned a place on the Nuffield 
Research Placement after submitting an  
application and personal statement.  
     For the first two weeks, Charlie will test the 

impact of dieting on immune cells using an 
animal model at the Earlham Institute.  
     The rest of the summer will be spent  
compiling a 20-page report on findings as well 
as designing a poster to reflect his work. 
     Charlie said: “It is an honour to be among a 
select group of students invited to take part in 

this prestigious summer placement. 
     “It was Dr Pinillos, here at UTCN, that 
alerted me to the placement and helped with 
my application. 
     “This will help towards my future university 
apprenticeship application, as well as being an 
interesting way to spend the summer.” 

KIRSTY CHARLIE

ED

FINN
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OUR very popular maths teacher, Mr Moyo, has 
thanked parents and students for their kind words 
after a Facebook post prompted a flood  
of positive comments. 
     Our post read: “Mr Moyo was feeling very 
positive before this morning’s Maths GCSE!  Do 
you know anyone who loves the subject more?” 
     Former students and parents responded with 
praise for the much-loved teacher who has taught 
at the school since it opened. 
     Catherine Taylor wrote: “Both my children 
think very highly of Mr Moyo and his teaching 
skills.” 
     Maggie Bradley added: “What an amazing 
teacher and so supportive. My daughter’s confi-
dence improved because of him.” 
     Former student Zoe Whitting said: “Mr Moyo 
and Mr Everett were the only reason I got an 8 in 
maths. I will always be grateful for them pushing 
me as hard as they did.” 
     Year 11, Rosie, has seen her predicted grades 
in maths double under the tutelage of Mr Moyo 
when joining in year 10. 
     She said: “I was terrible at maths and I 
thought I just could not get it but actually it  
was that I did not feel inspired at my other 
school.  
     “Mr Moyo has given me confidence and taken 
the time to answer my questions and made 
me feel like I am capable. 
     Mr Moyo said: “I am  
humbled by such lovely 
comments. I do not do 
this for the praise but it 
is nice to hear people 
appreciate what you do. 
     “I am so pleased 
for Rosie because she 
first came to the school 
with so little confidence 
in maths but it was clear 
that she was very smart and 
capable.” 

TEACHER PROFILE
Name: Edson Moyo. 
Job title: Maths teacher. 
Years teaching: 25. 
Teaching at UTCN: Since opened in 2014. 
I love teaching at UTCN because?  
I love seeing how students relate what they 
learn in maths into real life experiences. 
I will teach something one week and the 
next they will tell me how they used it in a 
workshop or competition they took part in 
with an employer.  
Teaching at UTCN is a unique experience 
because? Here everything we do is linked 
to employability and the world of work. At 
other schools you may get a student come 

back, five or 10 years later, thanking you 
for something you taught them but here it is 
instant. 
Fondest moment?  I do not have one  
special moment because there are so many 
but there have been a few times when a 
student has come to the school not being 
confident in maths because of experiences at 
other school. They have come into my class 
and had a very different attitude because we 
have built their confidence. It is wonderful 
to see. 
Interesting fact? I once represented my 
country, Zimbabwe, at an international maths 
competition held in Japan.  

Comments sum-up 
a passion for maths

Mr Moyo’s passion Mr Moyo’s passion 
for maths has helped for maths has helped 
student Rosie boost student Rosie boost 

her confidence.her confidence.

“
”

Mr Moyo has  
taken time to answer 

my questions and 
made me feel like I 

am capable...
Student,  
Rosie

Mr Moyo has Mr Moyo has 
been teaching been teaching 
maths at UTCN maths at UTCN 

since 2014.since 2014.
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Zak’s aiming for title
THIS summer karate champion, Zak, 
will be fighting for the East Anglia area 
kickboxing title. 
     The youngster is currently balancing 
studying for his mock exams with  
an intensive training schedule in  
preparation for the fight in August. 
     Zak has been learning martial arts 
for more than 14 years. 
     His parents sent him to a local class 
when he was just three-years-old to 
help with coordination issues. 
     He is also in training for the Karate 
World Championship in the autumn 
where he is hoping to land a gold medal 
for the fourth year in a row. 
     Zak is part of the team which raced a 
self-built electric car at the Greenpower 
Motor Race competition. 
     Zak said: “I have lots going on at the 

moment what with the fights and  
competitions, my exams and the 
Greenpower race, but that’s really how 
I like it. 
     “To be successfully in any area of 
life, you need to have qualities like hard 
work, dedication and discipline. 
     “Training for a fight is like revising 
for an exam, you have to show up every 
day and put in the hard work. 
     “I am really excited about the 
fight and I know I just have to put the 
training in and I will be ready when the 
time comes. 
     “I also love working on cars as much 
as martial arts, so the Greenpower race 
has been really important to me, as well. 
     “We have a great team and I am so 
excited to see how it will all turn out 
and how far we can go.”

STUDENT Kenzie has big shoes to fill 
when it comes to the world of motor racing 
– his granddad is a legend in the sport.
     For the University Technical College 
Norwich (UTCN) student, bikes are in the 
blood. His grandad, Trevor Hedge, was an 
international speedway star who rode for 
England and Great Britain.
     The 16-year-old, from Barford, currently 
races in grass track, which is similar to 
speedway, but with competitions taking 
place on grass rather than shale.
     He is now emerging from his famous 
relatives’ shadow by scoring victories in 
youth races around the country, and one 
day hopes to switch to speedway.
     Racing is still a family affair, with  
uncle Gavin his mechanic and grandad 
Trevor his mentor, sponsor and engine 
tuner.
     Because he has a different surname to 
his famous granddad, he was able to go 
under the radar at first but now the word is 
out, and the pressure is on.
     Kenzie said: “There is a lot of pressure 
because people are now starting to realise 
who my grandad is and he is a legend in the 
sport.
     “At first, because we did not have the 
same surname, people didn’t know but now 
everyone does. I don’t mind it really; I 
enjoy the pressure.
     “I love to race and knowing I have  
my family to support make it even 
better. I want to come out of his 
shadow and be as successful 
as he was racing all over 
the world.
     “I would like to 
get into speedway. 
Hopefully, I’ll get 
some bikes sorted so 
I can race like my 
grandad did.
     “I don’t think I’ll 
ever want to leave 
grass track though. It’s 
just great and I love the 
community of it all.”

Kenzie gears 
up for success
Student with a passion for racing  
motorbikes is ready to follow in the 
footsteps of his famous grandfather...

UTCN student Kenzie stands next to his grandad, the former international 
speedway star Trevor Hedge, pictured left, back in his heyday.

Zak, left, is aiming for the 
East Anglia kickboxing title.
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Students find Berlin trip is
a real eye-opener

Students make the right call with solutions

A GROUP of our students spent the Easter 
holidays taking their learning beyond the 
classroom with a history trip to Berlin.  
     They took in Second World War landmarks 
they had been studying, including The  
Jewish Memorial, The Reichstag and The 
Brandenburg Gate.
     They also learned about post-war Soviet rule 
in East Berlin, visiting the former headquarters 
of the Stasi, know known as the Stasi Museum.  
     The Year 10 and 11 students had the chance to 
practice their German, tour the city and sample 
the local cuisine during the five-day trip. 
     Holly said: “It was interesting to see what 
we had only previously seen in books. It 
brought all the learning to life and now makes 
so much more sense to me.”
     Benjamin enjoyed the  
trip. He said: “Berlin is an 
incredible place. You get 
a sense of the history 
of the city when you 
spend time there.” 
     The experience 
clearly made an 
impression on Elliott, 
who said: “The history 
was amazing but I loved 
the food and the culture 
of Berlin, and the chance 
to speak to German people 
about the city.” 

STUDENTS gained an insight into the world of 
work and learned valuable tech skills by helping 
insurance company Aviva recently. 
     As part of an annual challenge, the students 
were tasked with making the firm’s customer 
services operation more cost effective.    
     The students had to find a way to encourage 
Aviva customers to use the app, rather than 
make phone calls. 
     Working in groups, the Year 12 students  
liased with an Aviva mentor to find a solution 
whilst developing key skills such as teamwork, 
leadership and presentation skills.  
     They came up with ways to make the app 
more user-friendly for elderly customers, who 
were most likely to use the phone. 
     Student Gulcin, said: “I was surprised at how 
expensive each call works out. Liasing with an 
Aviva mentor, who had a background in tech, was 
great because that is what it’s like at work.”  UTCN students worked with Aviva mentors to encourage customers to use apps.

 
 
 

DIAGNOSING a broken bone 
was just one of the skills students 

learned from a talk by a radiography 
lecturer.  The Health and Sciences 

students looked at body imaging as part 
of the session run by Suffolk University 
this term. Year 12 Charlie said: “The 

talk was very interactive and gave 
us a good insight into what a 

career in radiography 
would be like.” 

BODY TALK

Students visit Students visit 
the famous the famous 
Checkpoint Checkpoint 

Charlie during Charlie during 
their trip to their trip to 

Berlin. Berlin. 

Planting ideas for the future
STUDENTS learned how to identify 
plants species by using DNA extraction on 
a science school trip.   
     They took part in a day long workshop 
which saw them pick and test the plants 
before cataloguing based on their profile. 
     The event, which took place at the 
Earlham Institute, was open to Year 

12 students on our Health and Science 
course.  
     Student Luke, said: “Like a lot of the 
stuff we do, it provides a good grounding 
for a career in health and science.  
     “I really enjoyed this project because 
it gave me skills that are useful in lots of 
different areas.” 
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Year 10s and 12 T Level Foundation students headed into the depths of 
Norfolk for their Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award.

Simon Elliott, CEO of the Community Schools Trust and Alex Hayes, UTCN Headteacher, at our Careers Expo. A total of 1,000 visitors 
attended the event which saw 70 employers hoping to attract the next generation of talent with a range of exciting career opportunities.

UTCN alumni proudly represented their individual employers at our 
STEM Careers Expo. We were so pleased to see them all. 

Year 10 students took part in a STEM Challenge with EXCELR8 
Motorsport and the British Army.

PICTURE
PARADE

STUDENTS visited 
RAF Marham to 
learn about career 
opportunities.


