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March 1, 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Return to school and Lateral Flow Testing 
 

We are delighted to be writing to you to confirm our return to school plans for the week commencing Monday, 

March 8. 
 

As part of the return to school process, the Department for Education has asked all secondary schools to carry out 

three Lateral flow antibody tests with all students. To allow these to be conducted effectively and safely, we will 

slightly stagger students’ return.  
   
1. Phased Return to Face-to-Face Learning 

 
Year 10 students 

Year 10 students will continue to attend online learning on Monday, March 8. Year 10 students will return to - and 

remain in - school from Tuesday, March 9 when they will receive their first lateral flow test.  They will then 

receive their second and third test on Friday, March 12 and Wednesday, March 17.  
 

Year 11 students  

Year 11 students will return to school on Monday, March 8 and receive their first lateral flow test. Year 11 

students will remain at home on Tuesday, March 9 and attend online learning to allow Year 10 testing to be 

conducted and to avoid any cross-contamination. Year 11 students will then return to - and remain in- school 

from Wednesday, March 10. They will receive their second and third test on Thursday, March 11 and Tuesday, 

March 16.  
 

Year 12 students  

Year 12 students will continue to attend online learning on Monday, March 8 and Tuesday, March 9. Year 12 

students will return to - and remain in - school from Wednesday, March 10 when they will receive their first 

lateral flow test. They will then receive their second and third test on Monday, March 15 and Thursday, March 18.  
 

Year 13 students 

In order to process all year groups safely whilst still ensuring a swift return to face-to-face learning, we are asking 

Year 13 students to come into school for lateral flow testing, prior to the commencement of lessons, on either 

Thursday, March 4 or Friday, March 5.  This process will take approximately 30 minutes and, then, students can 
return home.  

 

 

Year 
Group 

Monday 
March 8 

Tuesday 
March 9 

Wednesday 
March 10 

Thursday 
March 11 

Friday 
March 12 

Year 10 Online learning In school 
1st Test 

In school In school In school 
2nd Test 

Year 11 In school 
1st Test 

Online learning In school In school 
2nd Test 

In school 

Year 12 Online learning Online learning In school 
1st Test 

In school No timetabled 
lessons 

Year 13 Online learning In school 
2nd Test  

No timetabled 
lessons 1st Test if 
required 

In school In school 
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Year 13 students can register for testing in the following time slots:  

• Thursday, March 4 between 10am and 12noon 

• Thursday, March 4 between 1pm and 3pm 

• Friday, March 5 between 10am and 12noon 

• Friday, March 5 between 1pm and 3pm 

This testing prior to the formal re-start of school will help Year 13 get into lessons at the earliest opportunity. 

Year 13 students who test on March 4 or 5 can return to - and remain in - school from Tuesday, March 9.  

Students will then receive their second and third test on Tuesday, March 9 and Monday, March 15.  
 

Year 13 students who do not test on March 4 or March 5 should carry on with online learning on Tuesday, March 
9 and, then, will need to test on Wednesday March 10 after 1pm.  

 

2. Consent for Testing 
 

These tests are designed to reduce the risk of the transmission of COVID-19 and are an important part of ensuring 

we detect any asymptomatic carriers of the virus to ensure a safe learning environment for all.  Before testing can 

proceed, consent must be given: 

• For students who are aged 15 or less, consent must be given by parents/carers (Year 10 and some of Year 
11) 

• For students who are aged 16 or over, consent can be given by the young person (Year 12, Year 13 and 

some of Year 11) 

Therefore, please can you complete the consent form here http://bit.ly/lfconsent prior to your son/daughter 

returning to school or ask your son/daughter to complete it if they are aged 16 or over. Clearly, the efficacy of the 

testing programme is dependent on participation by as many students as possible and we would encourage 

everyone to give consent. 
 

For year 13 students attending testing on Thursday, March 4 or Friday, March 5 please complete the consent form 

here http://bit.ly/lfconsenty13an  to indicate a time slot you will be attending.  
 

A one-page visual guide to how a lateral flow test is on the opening page of this communication. 

 

 

3. Students with Additional Needs 

 

If you feel that your son/daughter may be anxious about the testing process and would benefit from a quieter 

time to undergo their first test, we are offering the opportunity for students with additional needs to also attend 

testing on Thursday, March 4 or Friday, March 5.  

 

If you would like to register your child for testing during this quieter period please complete the registration form 

here http://bit.ly/lfconsenty13an .  Please also feel free to contact sarah.jarvis@utcn.org.uk to discuss any 

specific concerns you may have about your son/daughter experiencing the testing process.  
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4. COVID Precautions 

 

Whilst it has been some time since students have been in school, the following standard safety arrangements 

apply when they return: 

• Do not attend school if you have COVID symptoms! 

• Wash or sanitise your hands on arrival – every day! 

• You must stay in year group bubbles and avoiding mixing with other year groups 

• This applies at social time, whilst eating and when travelling on buses 

• Wherever possible, adopt social distancing measures, especially with other year group bubbles and staff 

• Follow the one-way systems that apply in many parts of the building 

•  

In addition to these precautions, the Department for Education have advised that face coverings should be worn 

in classrooms whenever social distancing cannot be maintained. At this stage, we expect this recommendation to 

run until Easter. 

 
We have been extremely impressed with the resilient and conscientious approach UTCN students have taken 

towards maintaining and engaging with their studies during this online learning period.  Staff have worked 

incredibly hard to maintain high standards of teaching and learning during this time and have been rewarded 

with excellent attendance and attitudes from students.  During this time our testing team have also been working 

to set up our safe and efficient testing system.  We are keen now to ensure a swift and safe return to school for all 

students and staff in the next week and we appreciate your support in ensuring this.  In the meanwhile, if you 

have any questions or queries about COVID testing, please contact sarah.jarvis@utcn.org.uk 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Alex Hayes 
Headteacher 
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