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This document outlines the schools’ remote education provision for all UTCN students.  Remote 
education will be provided to students who are self-isolating as a result of either a positive 
COVID case at school, close contact with a confirmed COVID case, a local lockdown or a national 
lockdown. 

 

1. The remote curriculum: what is taught to students at home 
 
Our aim is to endeavour to provide all students with the same curriculum opportunities 

regardless of whether they are self-isolating or attending school. Teachers will provide current 

curriculum activities to all students who aren’t able to attend school full time.  

 
 

2. What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two 
of students being sent home? 
 

Key Stage 4 students and parents will receive a Remote Learning document, via email, which 

lists online resources available for students to access the curriculum straight away. Key Stage 5 

students should access their Microsoft class Teams account to see assignments and class work 

set. 

 

Once teachers have had an opportunity to gather resources for absent students, work will then 

be provided to students via a message in Microsoft Teams. Students may be sent links to 
resources in their Microsoft Teams Class Team or sent specific tasks and resources via the ‘Chat’ 

function in Microsoft Teams. 

 

Students may also be provided with textbooks and workbooks to support this learning. 

  

 

3. Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the 

same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 

 
We will teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and 
appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For 
example, where students are studying Practical Engineering, students may be asked to 
undertake some research that can be completed at home. 
 
 
4. How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 
 

We will communicate with all students through their Microsoft Teams account. Students may 

also be redirected to other online resources to support their studies, for example: 

 

➢ Kerboodle 

➢ GCSEPod 

➢ Seneca learning 

 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

5. How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 

students broadly the following number of hours each day: 

 

Year Group Hours and type of work 

Year 10 

Minimum of 5 hours each school day. Where possible, lessons will 
follow the students school timetable.  
Practical Engineering and Physical Education lessons will differ 
slightly. Students will be provided with some research and/or 
suitable PE activities to complete. 

Year 11 

Minimum of 5 hours each school day. Where possible, lessons will 
follow the students school timetable.  
Practical Engineering and Physical Education lessons will differ 
slightly. Students will be provided with some research and/or 
suitable PE activities to complete. 
Students in an intervention class will also be sent work for these 
sessions. 

Year 12 

Minimum of 5 hours each school day. Where possible, lessons will 
follow the students’ school timetable.  
All assignments for Engineering students are on Microsoft Teams. 
Students should log in to access these resources. 
Students will also be able to continue to work on their ‘Find Your 
Future’ projects remotely. 

Year 13 

Minimum of 5 hours each school day. Where possible, lessons will 
follow the students’ school timetable.  
All assignments for Engineering students are on Microsoft Teams. 
Students should log in to access these resources. 
We would encourage all Year 13 students to have a regular dialogue, 
via Teams, with their class teacher to check their understanding of 
work being set and their progress.  

 
 

6. What sort of computer or device does my child need? 

 

A laptop or desktop computer suitable for video calls is ideal. It is also possible to use a tablet, 

smart ‘phone or even an X-Box or PlayStation console. However, we strongly recommend the 

use of a laptop and, ideally, students should have exclusive use of this device. Suitable laptops 

can be bought for less than £200. 

 

 

7. My child does not have a computer. How will you support them to access remote 

education? 

 

From our latest online survey (June 2020), it appears that most students do have access to 

remote education. However, if this is not the case, we have a small number of refurbished 

laptops available for loan. If you need a laptop, please email ellie.atkins@utcn.org.uk 
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8. We have a computer but no or poor internet access. How will you support them to 

access remote education? 

 
Vodafone have kindly provided us with a number of data SIM cards. They provide 50GB of data 
over the next 90 days and then cease to work. They can be used in devices that have SIM cards. 
We have also purchased some MiFi devices that the SIMs can slot into to provide a wireless 
hotspot. Again, please contact Mrs Atkins if this would be helpful to you on: 
ellie.atkins@utcn.org.uk  
 

 

9. How will my child be taught remotely? 

 

We will use a combination of the following approaches to teach students remotely: 

➢ live teaching (online lessons) 
➢ recorded teaching (e.g.video/audio recordings made by teachers) 
➢ printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) 
➢ textbooks and reading books students have at home 
➢ commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 

including video clips or sequences. For example, Kerboodle, GCSEPod and Seneca 
Learning 

➢ Coursework for Engineering 
➢ internet research activities 

 
 
10. What are your expectations for my child’s engagement? 
 
Students must follow their normal timetables and ‘attend’ assemblies. They should: 

• Log in promptly 
• Answer the register 
• Participate in the lesson, asking and responding to questions 
• Complete any set work 

 
 
11. How will you check whether my child is attending lessons?  

 

• Registers are taken at the start of every lesson 
• Our Attendance Officer will monitor the attendance of all students 
• Parents will be contacted via a text message or a phone call if a student is absent 
• Persistent absence will be followed up 

 

 

12. How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be 

informed if there are concerns? 

 

• Teachers will ask students to submit work via Microsoft Teams for feedback.  
• At least once a week, your son/daughter will be given feedback on their progress in each 

subject. This will either be through an Assignment that has been submitted on Teams or 
through a Whole Class Feedback document shared on your child’s class Teams page. 

• Where students fail to complete work, this will be recorded (as a C1C) 
• If C1Cs accumulate, various interventions with increasingly senior staff will be put in 

place. 

• If students continue to miss deadlines, parents will be contacted. 

mailto:ellie.atkins@utcn.org.uk
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13. What support should we, as parents and carers, provide at home? 
 
Parents should ensure that students: 

• Have a suitable workspace at home to study 
• Have a suitable device to work on and broadband access 
• ‘Attend’ all lessons on their normal timetable and weekly Assemblies  
• Submit their work to their teacher via Microsoft Teams on time 

 

Parents should encourage students to: 

• Use the most appropriate device: a laptop with video calling capability is the preferred 
method for students to access their online learning and students who are lucky enough 
to have access to several devices should use a laptop, rather than a mobile phone. It can 
be difficult to view a PowerPoint on a 4-inch screen!  

• Switch the video on! As students become more familiar with online learning, we would 
encourage them to participate in lessons in a similar way as they do in normal class. 
Students who participate this way get more out of the lessons and have a better 
connection with their peers, so we would be grateful if you would encourage this.  

• Take regular screen time breaks and get some exercise! 
 

 

 
14. How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 

individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via 

digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to 

feeding back on student work is as follows: 

➢ Feedback will be provided through Assignments set on Microsoft Teams 
➢ Online quizzes will be marked automatically 
➢ Personal feedback (through Chat) may be provided to Key Stage 5 students 
 

 

15. How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 

adults at home to access remote education? 

 

We recognize that some students, for example some students with special educational needs 

and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from 

adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work 

with parents and carers to support those students in the following ways: 

➢ Provide online one-to-one sessions with a teacher or teaching assistant to guide 
students and parents/carers through the process of accessing online lessons 

➢ Provide one to one or small group online intervention sessions  
➢ Provide weekly updates on student progress to parents/carers if required  
➢ Ensure students with additional needs have access to the correct technology they need 

to support their learning  
➢ Provide modified activities to allow leaners to access tasks where required  
➢ Provide in school face to face supervision for learners with additional needs if required 
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16. Who do I contact if I have any concerns? 

 

In the first instance, please contact your child’s teacher via email. 

 

If you have a general issue about online learning, please contact Mrs Palik, Assistant 

Headteacher who is in change of online learning: emma.palik@utcn.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:emma.palik@utcn.org.uk

